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The Metropolitan Amateur
of its membership at the
wish to express our oppo
under PR Docket 93-267.

Radio Club Incorporated by unanimous vote
o ganization December 20, 1993 meeting
tion to any rules changes as proposed

The reasons for opposition are as follows:

1. Call. Sign Integrity.

The proposal is flawed in that there are insufficient safe
guards to prevent abuse of the temporary call sign system as
proposed. It is too simple for an individual or individuals to
simply adopt a temporary call sign and begin using it on the air.
Under the current system, there are numerous methods in which
the validity of a call sign may be ascertained. Under the proposed
system there may be time periods where only the certifying volun
teer examiners can vouch for the authenticity and validity ~f

the temporary call sign.

Additionally, the Commission has already had a failing experience
with temporary call signs. This was with the Citizens Radio Ser
vice in the 1970s. The temporary call sign system then attempted
with the Citizens Radio Service resulted in wholesale chaos and
the ultimate rendering of the Citizens Radio Service in the 11
meter band as unpoliceable and unusable by most citizens. What
assurance can the Commission offer that the same will not occur
in the Amateur Radio Service?

The Commission has stated on many occasions that budgetary rest
raints and lack of personnel prevent much enforcement action as far
as the Amateur Radio Service is concerned. Although the Amateur
Radio Service has a long and proud history of self regulation,
the elements of this new proposal would place a severe burden on
current resources within the amateur community with little or no
hope of assistance for the Commission.

2. Telephone Calls to the Commission.

In its proposed rules change, the Commission has stated that it
receives over eleven thousand telephone calls annually regarding
the status of new licensees calls. Although this might be reduced
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to some extent by the proposal, it is our contention that this
will be offset by those amateurs attempting to determine if a
temporary call sign is legitimate or by holders of temporary calls
inquiring as to the status of the assignment of their permanent
license and call sign.

3. Call Sign Duplication.

The format of WZ# (initial of individual) could result in dupli
cate call signs. Individuals residing in the same VEC call dist
trict, the same class of license, and the same initials would have
the same call sign resulting in confusion. This factor would be
particularly critical in emergency communication settings.

4. Undue Burden on Volunteer Examiners.

Accredited Volunteer Examiners provide free service to the Federal
Government and members of the Amateur Radio Service would face
additional paperwork requirements regarding temporary call sign
assignents. This addition is considered onerous by those members
of the Metropolitan Amateur Radio Club who are accredited VEs
under the various VECs.·

In conclusion, it is our perception that the "Instant Licensing"
proposal has more disadvantages to both the Commission and the
Amateur Radio Service then the problems the proposal purports to
eliminate.

Submitted on behalf of the membership of the Metropolitan Amateur
Radio Club, Inc.
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